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The Newsletter of the Office of Student Financial Services

Attention College of
Professional Studies
Students!! Applying for
Financial Aid now takes
one step.
For the 2009‐2010
academic year, CPS
students are only
required to complete
the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).*
*Beginning with the Summer 2009
term, students are no longer required
to file an Institutional Aid Applica‐
tion.

2009‐10 Changes to Federal Grant Programs
 ACG and National SMART Grant awards may now be awarded on a pro‐rated basis
to students who are enrolled less than full‐time.
 The maximum annual Pell Grant award has increased to $5,350. The maximum EFC
to be eligible for a Pell Grant (of $976) has increased to $4,617.
 Students may no longer receive Pell Grants for more than 18 semesters. For stu‐
dents who are not enrolled full‐time, only the fraction of time enrolled shall count to‐
ward this limit.
 The expected family contribution used in determining Pell Grant eligibility has
been eliminated in the case of a student applicant whose parent or guardian was killed
while performing military service in Iraq or Afghanistan after September 11, 2001.

2009‐10 Changes to Loan Cancellation Provisions
Requirements for the cancellation of Federal Perkins loans for certain public services
now include service:

Inside this issue:



By full‐time teachers employed by educational service agencies in locations
that contain a high percentage of poor children;



In a prekindergarten or child care program;



As a full‐time attorney employed in a defender organization;



As a full‐time firefighter;



As a full‐time faculty member at a tribal college or university;



As a librarian with a master's degree working in an elementary school eligible
for assistance under title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA‐I eligible) or in a public library serving an area containing an ESEA‐I
eligible school;
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As a full‐time speech language pathologist with a master's degree working
exclusively with ESEA‐I eligible schools.
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In the Armed Forces in an area of hostilities
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Loan cancellation occurs at the rate of 15% for the first or second year of service, 20%
for the third or fourth year of service, and 30% for the fifth year of service. For service
in prekindergarten or child care programs loan cancellation is provided at the rate of
15% for each year of such service.
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Evening Office Hours
The front desk area of
356 Richards Hall is
open until 7:00 p.m.
Monday through
Thursday. Stop by to
drop off paperwork,
check on your financial
aid status, or for any
other general inquiries!

Make the Grade to Keep Financial Aid
At the end of the Spring Semester, we begin to review students to ensure that they are
making “Satisfactory Academic Progress.” What is that and how do we measure it?? Good
question.
The Federal government helps us to determine our standards for academic progress by
setting minimum requirements for federal aid. We also extend these requirements to in‐
clude NU institutional funds. The minimum GPA requirement to be eligible for financial
aid (grants, loans, and work‐study) is 2.0. Beginning with the end of the sophomore year,
Student Financial Services reviews all aid recipients’ GPAs annually to determine the
students who are not meeting the minimum requirements. Students are notified in
writing if they lose aid eligibility.
Students have the right to submit a letter of appeal to Student Financial Services when
they lose their eligibility for financial aid because they are not making satisfactory aca‐
demic progress. Approval of a student’s appeal is based on extenuating circumstances
outside the normal school activities that have had an impact on the student’s ability to
achieve the minimum standard.

NU’s College of Professional
Studies now houses its adminis‐
trative offices in the Belvidere
Building (above), a property of
the Christian Science Center.

Should a student decide to file an appeal, a letter must be submitted in writing to SFS
explaining the situation, stating the time‐frame, and describing the negative effect on
academic studies. In addition, an academic plan determined with the student’s Academic
Advisor must be submitted to our office, indicating the student’s plan to meet the
minimum requirements. This plan indicates the courses that the student will take during
the next term, along with the grade that is necessary to obtain in each class in order to
increase the cumulative GPA to at least a 2.0.
Should a student’s appeal be approved, the student will be awarded federal aid for one
probationary term per a signed contract with SFS. If after this term the GPA has not met
the minimum requirement, aid in future terms will be cancelled.

The History of Federal Need Analysis
1950s

1954

1956

The growth of
endowments and
scholarship funds at
colleges necessitates
institutions to de‐
velop their own
formula for the
distribution of these
funds.

The College Scholar‐
ship Service (CSS) is
created by 95 private
colleges. A need
analysis system to
measure ability to
pay is created and a
form to collect infor‐
mation from stu‐
dents is developed.

CSS introduces the
Parent’s Confidential
Statement (PCS). A
national system for
awarding
institutional aid is
now in place.

1961

1965

CSS introduces the
Married Students
Supplement which
later evolved into the
Student’s Financial
Statement (SFS).

The Higher Educa‐
tion Act establishes
campus‐ based
federal scholarships
for needy under‐
graduate students
and government
insurance on private
loans to students.

1970s

The Baby Boomer
generation increases
the college popula‐
tion significantly. An
uneven distribution
and lack of campus‐
based funds means
many needy students
are unable to attend
college.
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College Financing Tips
Do your research:


Visit the financial aid office to discuss financing options or changes in your
family’s financial situation.



Go to www.college.gov for general information on the money available to
help pay for college.



Apply for private scholarships and grants. Use trusted websites and your local
library as a resource.

Discuss your finances with your family:


Determine the available income and assets that you and your parents have to put towards college expenses.



Use this information to create a financial plan for the year. Consider all financing options such as payment
plans and educational loans.

Reduce costs where possible:


Lower the cost of housing: find a roommate, move to a less expensive dorm, or live with family.



Limit high cost meals options: bring a bag lunch, learn to cook.

Limit borrowing:


Only borrow what you need to pay tuition and fees.



Whenever possible, use part‐time employment to manage personal, book, and meal costs.



Avoid credit card debt.

Apply for Financial Aid:


Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal and state student aid. This
form is available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.



Meet all deadline dates for financial aid applications and prepare your tax returns as early as possible.

1972

Higher Education
Amendments
respond to the
disparity of funding
between institutions
by creating the Basic
Opportunity Grant
Program (now
known as the Federal
Pell Grant Program).

1976

1992

CSS introduces the
Financial Aid Form
(FAF) as a
replacement for the
PCS and SFS.

Higher Education
Amendments
mandate the use of a
single, free applica‐
tion (FAFSA) and
mandate a single
need analysis meth‐
odology, called the
Federal Need Analy‐
sis Methodology.

1998

2007

Higher Education
Amendments expand
federal aid eligibility
by increasing the
income protection
allowances in need
analysis formulas.

The College Cost
Reduction and
Access Act doubles
the income protec‐
tion allowance for
students, increases
the auto‐0 EFC
threshold, and elimi‐
nates certain un‐
taxed income.

2009

The Higher Educa‐
tion Opportunity Act
authorizes a
simplified EZ FAFSA
form.

Continuing Student Awarding Timeline
Undergraduate Day Students
Students who have submitted the FAFSA by the March 1st priority
filing date can expect to receive award letters beginning in early
June. Students that have been selected for the Federal Verification
Process will not receive award letters until the process is com‐
plete.
Graduate Students
Students that have met the March 1st priority filing deadline are
awarded throughout the summer.*

The Office of Student
Financial Services
356 Richards Hall
360 Huntington Ave
Boston, MA 02115
Phone: 617.373.3190
Fax: 617.373.8735
E‐mail: sfs@neu.edu
Web: www.financialaid.neu.edu

Expert Advice. Friendly Service. Personalized Support.

CPS Students
Students are awarded throughout the academic year once we
have received all financial aid application materials.*
*If you are a student in the College of Professional Studies or
Graduate Schools, pay particular attention to the number of
credits listed on your financial aid award letter. If you have been
awarded financial aid based on an enrollment status that is differ‐
ent from your actual enrollment, it is your responsibility to
contact the Office of Student Financial Services to update the
discrepancy. Failure to do so may result in a decrease or complete
refund of your financial aid during an academic term.

Counselor Assignments
A‐Boj
Nick Ruotolo
n.ruotolo@neu.edu
Bok‐Chr
Renato Aguilar
r.aguilar@neu.edu
Chs‐Don
Anya Morozkina
a.morozkina@neu.edu
Doo‐Gaz
Lee Marrama
l.marrama@neu.edu
Gb‐Hsu
Laureanne DePina
l.depina@neu.edu
Ht‐Ken
Sarah Yoffe
s.yoffe@neu.edu
Keo‐Lop
Leah Sime
l.sime@neu.edu
Loq‐Mid
Michael Woodward
m.woodward@neu.edu
Mie‐Ng
Bill Smith
wil.smith@neu.edu
Nq‐Paq
Nicholas Ruotolo
n.ruotolo@neu.edu
Par‐Pra
Laureanne DePina
l.depina@neu.edu
Prb‐Rek
Ken Korzeniowski
k.korzeniowski@neu.edu
Rel‐Sik
Robyn Chisholm
r.chisholm@neu.edu
Sil‐St
Ebony Carter
e.carter@neu.edu
Su‐Tra
Karen Boutin
k.boutin@neu.edu
Trb‐Z
Shani Wilkerson
s.wilkerson@neu.edu
Roster Athletes
Ramon Downes
r.downes@neu.edu
CPS/A‐L
Astryd Benzan‐Aquino
a.benzanaquino@neu.edu
Sonji Justice
s.justice@neu.edu
CPS/M‐Z
Graduate/A‐L
Emir Morais
e.morais@neu.edu
Graduate/M‐Z
Amanda Abreu
a.abreu@neu.edu
Select Scholarships Jillian DeTeso
j.deteso@neu.edu
Ayling, BPHS, BHA, Hoff, Torch, Travelli, Legacy, Faculty/Staff, Connections, Balfour
Select Scholarships Rachael Whitney
r.whitney@neu.edu
Ambassador, Band, Bunche, Ell, LaCLA, Lewis, Phi Theta Kappa, Trustee, Presidential, ROTC, Tobin,
Ujima, National Merit, National Achievement

Every spring SFS gets into the Red Sox spirit!
From top: Brenda‐Liz Velez, Andy McCarty,
Karen Boutin, and Shani Wilkerson

